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PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT was 
eaking the simple truth when 
told Congress on Tuesday that 
pan’s scheme of conquest goes 
ck half a century and included 
; subjugation of all the peoples 
the Far East and domination 
the Pacific Ocean with control 
the Western American coasts, 
lad he added that it included 
b impudent idea of crushing the 
ited Spates he wouldn’t have 
le outside the facts. A good 
d of those amazingly ambitious 
ns of : Japan’s military clique 
:ame publicly known but not 
lely believed a dozer years ago 
en a copy of a document known 
the Tanaka Memorial was se- 
ed by a Chinese from Japanese 
cials in Manchuria and was 
nslatedj into English and pub- 
ied in phina. 

he fury with which the Japan- 
denounced this memorial as r 
rery_ appeared at the - time to 
considerable confirmation of its 
henticiiy. But 12 years ago 
anese plans simply weren’t 
en credence by the world at 
;e. Only those who knew them 
remely well could believe the 
anese to be so astoundingiy 
utiousJ 

ieneral Baron Tanaka was pre- 
r of Japan between 1927 and 
I and his memorial was sub- 
ted by 1 him as premier to the 
peror. Time and the actions of 
Japanese army have confirmed 
stantly that they meant what 
Y said ivhen they spoke of con- 
ring the world by crushing 
na, ■ Russia and the United 
es. 

3E TANAKA Memorial, of 
ch I have had a copy since 
, was concerned chiefly with 
lediate plans for gaining con- 
of Manchuria and Mongolia, 
it also | shed considerable light 
the voider horizons toward 
’h Japanese imperialists were 
ing, including the defeat of 
United ! States. It also exposed 
mese methods and the com- 
■ cynicism and unscrupulous- 
with which they worked to- 
d their goal of control of the 
fic "first, to be followed by 
Id domination. 

iron Tanaka sketched in the 
d outlines of Japan’s ambi- 
! • in this section of his 
lorial. | This is where he 
tely spoke of “crushing” the 
ed Stages: 

or the sake of self-protection 
ell as the protection of others, 
n cannot remove the difficul- 
in Eastern Asia, unless she 



adopts a policy of ‘Blood and 
Iron.’ But in carrying out this 
P?licy we have to face the United 
States, which has been turned 
against us by China’s policy of 
fighting poison with poison. In 
the future if we want to control 
China we must first, crush the. 
United States just as in the past 
we had to fight in the Russo-Jap- 
anese war. 

“But in order to conquer the 
world we must first conquer 
China. If we succeed in conquer- 
ing China the rest of the Asia tic 
countries and the South Sea 
countries will fear us and sur- 
render to us. Then the world will 
realize that Eastern Asia is ours 
and will not dare to violate our*" 
rights.” 

IT SHOULD be explained that 
for Japan the South Sea coun- 
tries include Malaya, the Nether- 
lands Indies, the Philippines and 
Australia. 

The baron at one point grows 
bitter about the Nine-Power 
Treaty and Japan’s signature on 
it. He describes it as “merely a 
scheme by which England and 
America may defeat our plans,” 

' and he tells how he was sent to 
Europe secretly soon after the 
signing to “ascertain secretly the 
, attitude of important statesmen 
i toward it” He also recalled that 
: the Emperor Taisho called a con- 
ference of high army officers to 
find a way to counteract that 
solemn treaty. It couldn’t have 
been made clearer than the baron 
made it that Japan had every in- 
tention of torpedoing at the earli- 
est opportunity that treaty of 
1921. She finally did it by invading 
China and declaring that the 
treaty, which promised to respect 
China’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, was no longer in accord 
with the facts. And indeed as far 
as Japan was concerned that was 
; perfectly true; she had violated 
■ both. 
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THE IMPATIENT BARON went 
bn to urge the Emperor to intro- 
: duce at once a policy of “blood 
‘ and iron” in Manchuria and to 
1 eschew the ordinary methods of 
, trade between nations. He spoke 
“danger” of China “waking 
up” and, presumably, seeing 
• where Japan was going, for he 
, said: 

: “If we merely hope to develop 

trade (in China) we shall even- 
. tually be defeated by England and 



America, who possess unsurpass- 
able capitalistic power and in 
the end we shall get nothing. A 
more dangerous factor is the fact 
that the people of China might 
some day wake up. Even during 
these years, of internal strife they 
can still toil patiently and try to 
imitate and displace our goods 
so as to impair the development 
of our trade. When we remember 
that the Chinese are our sole 
customers we must beware lest 
one day when China becomes 
unified her industries become 
prosperous.” 

Details of how Japan meant to 
go to work in Manchuria and pre- 
sumably in other territory were 
given by Tanaka and he had lots 
of ideas about fifth column work 
which worked wonders for, j 
Japan in Manchuria, Mongolia* 
and China and which flowered to 
distinct Japanese advantage for 
the treacherous attack on Hawaii. 

It seems to be playing its part, too, 
in the Philippines and on the 
Malay peninsula. j 

For Manchuria, for instance, the 
baron proposed'the use of Koreans ■ 
there, naturalized as Chinese, j 
“They are to be naturalized only 1 
for temporary convenience. When 
their numbers reach 2,500,000 or 
more they can be instigated to 
military activities whenever there 
is necessity and, under pretense 
of suppressing the Koreans, we 
could bear them aid. As hot all 
Koreans are naturalized Chinese 
the world will not be able to tell 
whether it is Chinese Koreans or 
Japanese Koreans who create the 
trouble. We can always sell dog’s 
meat with a sheep’s head as sign- 
board.” 

Here is political cynicism at its 
best, or worst, complete disregard 
of the rights of other peoples and 
a contempt for them which can 
only be termed complete. 
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RUSSIA, of course, was not ex- 
cluded from the Japanese scheme i 
of conquest, for the baron said, I 
“That we should draw swords J 
with Russia again in the fields of i 
Mongolia in order to gain the ■ 
wealth of North Manchuria seems j 
a necessary step in our program' ■ 
of national aggrandizement. Un- 
til this hidden rock is 'blown uo : 
our ship can have no smooth j 
sailing.” 

Japan did not, in fact, have to 
draw the' sword with . Russia to 
get control of North Manchuria. 
Instead, she- -bought^ the, . Russian 
railway, and thereby .reduced Rus- 
sian interests in the area to nil. 
From this point Baron . Tanaka 
outlined the scheme of .securing 
control of all Manchurian rail- 
ways, of building- new ohes, the 
production of iron and steel there, 
of petroleum from shale oil, of 
magnesium and;-, aluminum in 
preparation for .the conquest -of 
China. The Japanese carried this , 
out to a large degree- before they 
marched into China in 1937 to 






take Japan’s ambitious schemes 
one step nearer their tremendous 
goal. 

Since then the baron's words 
have been acted upon again. He 
forecast that control of China 
couldn’t be established until the 
United States was crushed. The 
Japanese tried for four years to 
conquer China and couldn*E, partly 
because of" United States friend- 
ship and help. Hence the “crush- 
ing’’ of the United States was 
started, but, in view of America’s 
military plans and budget, is 
'hardly likely to be carried out! 
But the attempt is being made in 
accordance with the Tanaka Me- 
morial. 
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TOWARDS the end Tanaka's 
picture of Japan’s future caused 
hint to get almost lyrical. After 
envisaging the conquest of Man- 
churia he went on, “The Yamato 
race is then embarked on the 
journey of world conquest! Ac- 
cording to the last will of Meiji 
our first step was to conquer 
Formosa and the second to annex 
Korea. Having completed both 
of these the third step is yet to 
be taken and that is the conquest 
of Manchuria, Mongolia and China. 
When this is done the rest of 
Asia; including the South Sea is- 
lands, will be at our feet. That 
these injunctions have not been 
carried out even now is a crime 
of your humble servants.” 

The baron did not live to see 
even Manchuria brought under 
the Japanese heel. He died sud- 
denly in the arms of Plum Blos- 
som or Lotus Bud, whatever her 
professional pseudonym was, in 
the Tokyo Yoshiwara, said the 
Japanese vernacular press at the 
time, and the baron’s body was 
removed to his house that so dis- 
tinguished an individual could of- 
ficially die in his official residence. 
But there are still alive many of 
the baron’s confederates who will 
live to see their ambitious and 
ruthless plans frustrated and the 
empire they sought 'to extend half 
round the world destroyed. 




